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Synopsis

Introducing the New Testament is an outstanding guide to the writings of the New Testament for
readers ranging from Bible students to those approaching the Christian Scriptures for the first time.
Written by three leading Bible specialists, this book discusses in a clear and balanced way the New
Testament’s literature, its message, and the issues raised by a careful reading of its pages.
Wonderfully readable and well supplied with maps and photographs, this volume is both an ideal
textbook for courses covering the New Testament and a superb introduction for general readers
wanting authoritative, straight-forward instruction on the writings of the New Testament. Unlike other
New Testament introductions that are primarily concerned with historical-critical issues or with what
scholars have said, this book gets directly to the business of explaining the New Testament’s
background, content, and theology. The authors do not presume that readers need to be familiar
with scholarly debates about the New Testament, nor do they assume those debates have
necessarily raised the most important issues. Instead, this book is aimed at putting the message of
the Christian Scriptures back within the reach of general readers. Although informed by the current
scholarship in the history, traditions, and literature of the New Testament, this book is primarily
designed to induct readers of the New Testament into sensitive appreciation and serious awareness
of its major figures and concerns.After explaining the nature of the New Testament and the world in
which it was written, the authors thoroughly discuss each of the twenty-seven books of the New
Testament. The content and essential message of these ancient works are described in simple but
dynamic language that reveals why they continue to inspire and challenge readers today. Separate
chapters also explore the types of literature found in the New Testament, the life and teachings of
Jesus, Paul’s life and world, and the formation of the New Testament canon. In addition, numerous
sidebars offer a wealth of fascinating and highly relevant background information that helps modern
readers more fully grasp biblical themes. No other work on the New Testament is so accessible and

enjoyable to use.
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Customer Reviews

Marianne Meye Thompson is George Eldon Ladd Professor of New Testament at Fuller Theological
Seminary, Pasadena, California, and an ordained minister of the Presbyterian Church (USA). Her
previous books include commentaries on the Gospel of John and the JJoel B. Green is professor of
New Testament interpretation,associate dean for the Center of Advanced TheologicalStudies, and

dean of the School of Theology at FullerTheological Seminary, Pasadena, California.

Although | took theology courses as an undergraduate at the Jesuit-run Boston College, this book
was less rewarding than I'd hoped. Like many studies of the New Testament, it starts too late in the
story. What the reader really needs up front is a thorough introduction to the beliefs, ethics, rituals,
and structure of first-century Judaism as it was practiced in Jerusalem, Galilee, and Judea. Without
that essential background, it's hard to understand precisely what Jesus was reacting against in his
debates with the Temple officials -- what he was trying to get away from in establishing a new
movement. A book like Geza Vermes’s "Jesus the Jew" helps fill in that dead-zone in Christian
understanding of what Jesus, as a first-century Jew, knew and understood his home religion to be,

and what made him risk everything to change it.

Great Book!!!! With endorsements by people like N.T. Wright, what else could | say. This is an

excellent textbook.

| have found this to be a well-written, interesting book. | am taking a course through our church and
this is our textbook. It is one thing to read the Word of God; it is another to understand it. This book
helps you do just that. | highly recommend it for anyone who is interested in diving deeper into the

Bible and, specifically, the New Testament.

The book is a great rundown of the NT. It is simple and concise and easy to understand



This was the first book | purchased when | started Bible college (at Fuller). It's a simple but concise
introduction to the New Testament, especially for readers such as myself who do not have any

formal training in theology. And a bonus is that it comes on the Kindle!

Very informative i gained good information from this book for my class work thank you for the help

that was needed to complete this class.

Great information provided, for sure. Excellent read to learn more about each book in the New
Testament, and the accuracy behind. | would cross reference with the Apologetics Study Bible, for
sure, since it seems to be slightly off at times...extremely wordy at times when unnecessary...PS -
Don’t get the Kindle edition. Price difference not enough to justify limits provided by basic Kindle

software.

it served the purpose and was a good read for the class it was needed for. | was able to keep up

with my fellow classmates and the lessons in class.
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